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What is PEFC (Programme for the Endorsement of Forest Certification) ?

Is a leading global alliance of national forest certification systems.

Dedicated to promoting sustainable forest management through independent third-
party certification.

As an international non-profit, non-governmental organization.

Qur history

In 1999, small- and family forest owners from Europe came together to create a forest certification system that would enable them to
demonstrate their excellence in sustainable forest management. 20 years on, PEFC is the largest forest certification system in the
world!

It is an international system where PEFC Council operates through mutual recognition of

national schemes.

PEFC Council % O PEFC Portugal:
Establishes international standards * One of the founding members of the Alliance.
(Benchmarks). * 13% country to get recognition.

We are a National Governing Body, representing

Promotes market access and recognition
PEFC at national level.

(responsible for the evaluation of the
members).



What is certification?

Forest certification provides a mechanism to promote the sustainable

: managément of our forests and ensures that forest-based products reaching.f" . ¢
Ry T - - ” e Y-
» ,mark:e;tplace have been sourced from sustainably managed forests. e Sy

4 ) International
e Aligned with national Compliance
legislation and
regulations e Provides mutual

recognition, access

e Verification of
to global markets

compliance with
international
requirements

e Addresses local
conditions
(biodiversity, culture,
etc.)

National
standards Y
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Our approach

At PEFC, we care for forests globally and locally. We work to protect our forests by promoting
sustainable forest management through certification. This means we can all benefit from the many
products that forests provide now, while ensuring these forests will be around for generations to come.

What is sustainable forest management?

"The stewardship and use of forests and forest lands in a way, and at a rate, that maintains their biodiversity, productivity,

regeneration capacity, vitality and their potential to fulfil, now and in the future, relevant ecological, economic and social functions, at
local, national, and global levels, and that does not cause damage to other ecosystems." As defined by Forest Europe and adopted by

the UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO).




Protecting forests globally and locally

While the concept of sustainable forest management is global, its

implementation is local. This is why we work with local organizations to advance

responsible ferestry through _Qgtional forest certification systems.

H oL y

Forests are highly diverse; as is their
management, local traditions, cultural and
spiritual expectations, average property
sizes and support structures. This
diversity means one size does not fit all
when it comes to forest certification.
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This is why PEFC do not set one
International standard that all forest
owners must follow in order to

achieve certification.

Instead, we work through national
forest certification systems,
enabling countries to tailor their
sustainable forest management
requirements to their specific forest
ecosystems, the legal and
administrative framework, the socio-
cultural context and other relevant
factors.



https://pefc.org/what-we-do/our-approach/what-is-certification

Forestry
context in
Portugal

NUMEROS DO
PEFC PORTUGAL

31 DE DEZEMBRO DE 2023 PEFC PORTUGAL INTERNACIONAL

. 295
ﬂ‘ AREA CERTIFICADA 329 744 milhdes de
mil hectares h

!!!!!!!
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GESTORES

4 159 750 000




Forest composition

Outras resinosas 1%
Outras folhosas 6%
Castanheiro I%

Pinheiro-manso 6%

Carvalhos 3%

Adinheira 11%

Pinheiro-bravo 225

PEFC MAIN SPECIES FEED THE MAIN FOREST INDUSTRIES

PEFC/13-01-01

Eucalipto 26%

Scbrewo 23%




Ownership regime

THE FOREST OWNERSHIP DISTRIBUTION PLACE PORTUGAL AT THE TOP OF THE EUROPEAN

PEFC
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COUNTRIES WITH THE HIGHEST PERCENTAGE OF FORESTS PRIVATELY OWNED.




Economic contribution

The forestry sector contributes for 2% of the national GDP. External trade balance is 2,000
million EUR in 2021.

DESPITE THE HIGH NUMBER OF LAND OWNERS AND THE SMALL SIZE OF THE FOREST
SEFC PROPERTY, THE GOODS PRODUCED IN THIS WAY SUPPORT AN IMPORTANT AND INTEGRATED
Eecha0o! INDUSTRIAL NATURAL RESOURCES BASED CHAIN, SUPPORTING A STRONG EXPORT SECJOR.



Key aspects of the Portuguese forests

' long and well-established relationship between forests and society.

K"’ KEY ASPECTS OF FORESTS IN PORTUGAL ARE DETERMINED TO THE DEVELOPMENT OF ITS

PEFC MANAGEMENT AND PLANNING

PEFC/13-01-01 10



PEFC ‘ NP 4406:2022

Sustainable Forest Management Systems
Application of the Pan-European
Criteria for Sustainable Forest
Management

PEEC
Portuguese
Standard V.
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The Sustainable Forest
Management

It is the answer to the balance between the
existence and maintenance of forests and
their use and enjoyment by the Society.

SFM is a tool that guarantees the quality of
management.

11



PEFC PORTUGUESE STANDARD
BASED ON

PAN-EUROPEAN CRITERIA AND ITS
GUIDELINES FOR SUSTAINABLE FOREST
MANAGEMENT AT OPERATIONAL-LEVEL,
ADOPTED IN THE PROCESS OF
MINISTERIAL CONFERENCES FOR THE
PROTECTION OF FORESTS IN EUROPE

#) UMAMARCA
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CRITERION 1: MAINTENANCE OR APPROPRIATE
ENHANCEMENT OF FOREST RESOURCES AND THEIR
CONTRIBUTION TO THE GLOBAL CARBON CYCLE.

CRITERION 2:MAINTENANCE OF FOREST ECOSYSTE
HEALTH AND VITALITY.

CRITERION 3: MAINTENANCE AND
ENCOURAGEMENT OF PRODUCTIVE FUNCTIONS OF
FORESTS (WOOD AND NON- WOOD).

CRITERION 4: MAINTENANCE, CONSERVATION AND
APPROPRIATE ENHANCEMENT OF BIOLOGICAL
DIVERSITY IN FOREST ECOSYSTEMS.

CRITERION 5: MAINTENANCE OR APPROPRIATE
ENHANCEMENT OF PROTECTIVE FUNCTIONS IN
FOREST MANAGEMENT (NOTABLY SOIL AND WATER)

CRITERION 6: MAINTENANCE OR APPROPRIATE
ENHANCEMENT OF SOCIO-ECONOMIC FUNCTIONS
AND CONDITIONS.

12



Sustainable forest management certification assures that forests are
managed in line with challenging environmental, social and economic
requirements.

Chain of custody certification tracks forest-based products from
sustainable sources to the final product. It demonstrates that each step
of the supply chain is closely monitored through independent auditing
to ensure that unsustainable sources are excluded.

FOREST CERTIFICATION IS A VOLUNTARY, MARKET-BASED INSTRUMENT,

,4 .’ IMPLEMENTED THROUGH TWO SEPARATE BUT LINKED PROCESSES: SUSTAINABLE

FOREST MANAGEMENT CERTIfiCATION AND CHAIN OF CUSTODY CERTIFICATION.
PEFC

PEFC/13-01-01




ﬁhe world has billions of trees that are not included in the FRA 2000 definitions of "forest" and \
"other wooded land". Trees outside the forest (TOF) include trees in cities, on farms, along roads

and in many other locations which are by definition not a forest. All trees make a contribution to the
environment and to the social and economic well-being of humankind.

(https://www.fao.org: Chapter 4. Trees outside the forest - Food and Agriculture ...)

“Trees Outside Forests are an important part of the global resource part and we have to take care
K of them for improved livelihoods.” /

=

'The defrnltlon of forest in Portugal already encompasses | most of the possmllmes for
timber and non-timber materials subject to certification. Excludes predomlnantly
agricultural land and forest areas W|th urban Iand use.

There is diversity associated with trees outside forests (TOF) systems. Some are
natural or semi-natural ecosystems with ecological complexity and ecosystem services
equivalent to forests. On the other end are individual trees in flelds or Ilnear tree
formations.

TR '3

FORESTRY CONTEXT IN PORTUGAL, INCLUDING TREES OUTSIDE FOREST AND

1' THEIR RELEVANCE.

PEFC
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https://www.fao.org/3/y1997e/y1997e09.htm

EXTENDING THE IMPACT OF
PEFC BEYOND THE FOREST

TOF CERTIFICATION EXTENDS THE
IMPACT OF PEFC CERTIFICATION
BEYOND THE BOUNDARIES OF THE
FOREST:

SUPPORTING RURAL
DEVELOPMENT

TOF CERTIFICATION  CAN ENCOURAGE
MORE RURAL AREAS.

IMPROVING SUSTAINABILITY OF
URBAN FORESTS

SUSTAINABLE CITIES A BIG FOCUS OF THE
PARIS AGREEMENT AND THE SUSTAINABLE
DEVELOPMENT GOALS.

* OPTIMIZING SOCIAL, ENVIRONMENTAL
AND ECONOMIC CONTRIBUTIONS

* PROMOTING AN ADDITIONAL
NATURAL SOLUTION TO CLIMATE
MITIGATION WITHIN FOREST
CERTIFICATION.

SMALL AREAS NOT PREVIOUSLY COVERED
IN THE CERTIFICATION

(MALLS, SHELTER CURTAINS, RIPARIAN
GALLERIES, CERTAIN WOODS OR
SCATTERED TREES),

CAN NOW BE INCLUDED, BENEFITING
FROM SUSTAINABLE MANAGEMENT.

THROUGH PURSUING TOF PEFC
CERTIFICATION IN URBAN AREAS, THE
CONTRIBUTION OF TREES AND FORESTS TO
ENVIRONMENT HEALTH AND THE WELL-
BEING OF SOCIETY IS REINFORCED, AND THE
LEADERSHIP AND RESPONSIBLE
MANAGEMENT DEMONSTRATED BY THE
ADMINISTRATION CAN BE VERIFIED AND
RECOGNIZED. .

Trees Outside of Forest



Climate

change &
forests
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There is @ magic machine that sucks carbon
out of the air, costs very little, and builds itself.
It's called a tree. A free is an example

of a natural climate solution.”

George Monbiot

16
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Climate change affects us all. At PEFC, we work to ensure the world's forests
can deliver their full contribution to our climate change actions. But we can't do
it alone. Together, we can all make a difference. By choosing to buy sustainable
products from PEFC-certified forests, you help us safeguard forests.

Climate change and forests

Forests are at the heart of society's action to combat
climate change and its impacts. As carbon sinks, trees
capture and store carbon, removing significant volumes
of carbon dioxide from the atmosphere. Forest products
meanwhile, provide us with a carbon-neutral alternative
to our reliance on fossil fuels.

To ensure that forests reach their full potential as a climate change solution,
they must be managed sustainably. Sustainable management helps to increase
the amount of carbon dioxide that forests remove from the atmosphere and
improves their ability to store it as carbon in their biomass.

Forest management also strengthens the capacity of people and communities living
in and around forests to adapt to the effects of climate change. It provides benefits
to all, from supporting local livelihoods and protecting biodiversity, to reducing

rural poverty.

PEFC TR

PEFC/13-01-01 R A5 X



Forests |

They are considered "carbon sinks" due to the
storage of CO2 that occurs in the wood of the trees
(50% of the wood constitution).

Forest certification is a key tool
for a forest positive future!

D

PEFC

PEFC/13-01-01

USING CREDIBLE SUPPLY CHAIN ASSURANCE TO ACHIEVE
PROCUREMENT AND CLIMATE ACTION TARGETS

HOW?




Why is
certification
needed?
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value of forests by building consumer
trust. Creating additional value and
demand for forest products is one of
the best ways to keep forests
standing, as it prevents them from
being cleared for alternative land
uses such as agriculture.

20



Sustainably produced wood and paper-based goods are a
renewable and environmentally friendly choice compared
to other materials.

Timber continues to store carbon, even after the tree has
been harvested and used. Furniture and wooden homes
can store carbon for hundreds of years.

But products made of wood can only be a climate change
solution if they originate from sustainably managed forests

\’ CLIMATE CHANGE AND FORESTS

PEFC

PEFC/13-01-01




#MyPEFCMoment




\Supply chain

The CoC certification
will track the PEFC
certified product from
the forest to the final
product.

The labelling informs
consumers.

The origin!

Promoting PEFC
Certified Forest
Management.

The PEFC label identifies that products come from sustainably managed u

forests. It ensures traceability from origin to the final consumer. PEFC

23 PEFC/13-01-01
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PRODUCAD E
1 CONSUMO_
RESPONSAVEL

Utilizacao de produtos
PEFC é uma escolha
consciente.

1 PROTEGER A
VIDATERRESTRE [ ]

-,
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1
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A melhor forma de proteger

a floresta passa por
I

promover o seu uso

sustentavel.



Importance of PEFC for the Forest of
\the Future

Aguaea
floresta
Floresta,uma Critérios sociais
energiaverde na floresta
TRABALHO DI = PRODUCAD
H E CRESCIMENTD PIOGUIDRER CONSUMO
ECONGMICO escolha consciente! RESPONSAVEL

O

ACAD " PROTEGER A
CLIMATICA Florestano

combate as
alteragoes
climaticas

Biodiversidade
florestal

_/
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For more information see our website www.pefc.pt

and follow the PEFC social networks:

FOin] >



mailto:Raquel.martinho@pefc.pt
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